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the challenges of modernity deals primarily with such perplexing issues as mass society
economic globalization and the prospects of an ecological collapse however despite the
immensity of the challenges facing humanity in the modern era at the outset of the 21st
century the author retains an optimistic tone as to whether these challenges can be
addressed in an innovative and constructive manner if the necessary reform steps are
taken in due time according to the author key steps in such a direction are
decentralization confederalism locally oriented production and consumption regionalized
markets and mutual aid in general the challenges of modernity will be of interest to the
student of economics as well as to the politically concerned public and particularly for

those who worry about the ecological future of planet earth
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this book presents an innovative african philosophical response to coloniality and the
attendant epistemicide of africa s knowledge systems drawing on igbo thinking this book
argues that theorizing modernity requires a critical conversation between african and
western scholarship in order to unpack its links with coloniality and the subjugation of
africa s indigenous knowledges in setting out this discussion the book also connects with
latin american scholarship demonstrating how the modern world is structured to
marginalize and destroy knowledges from across the global south this book draws on
igbo epistemic resources of solidarity thinking positioned in contrast to capitalist
knowledge patterns thereby providing an important africa driven response to modernity
and coloniality this book concludes by arguing that the igbo sense of solidarity is useful
and relevant to modern contexts and thus constitutes a vital resource for a less
disruptive more balanced and more wholesome modernity at a time of considerable
global crises this book makes an important contribution to philosophy both within africa

and beyond

this book examines the central aspects of modernity and the underlying factors at work
in the process of modernization it begins by examining western modernity and then uses
the insight gained from this examination to study the implications of western modernity
for non western societies the author also attempts to demonstrate the inadequacy of the
functional approach for understanding the process of modernization in non western

regions

after a first part which is critical of a philosophical vision and which leads from the
search for a provisional morality to a morality provisional by nature this work analyzes
the problem of moral and social values in an attempt to arrive at a social morality
shared by all a series of premises is discovered and they are inalienable such as work
the person responsibility pluralism the ethics of conflict the right to truth a sense of
limits faith in society citizenship brotherhood and their corollaries freedom dignity equality
justice solidarity and others as well which are the cornerstones of a social life in which
all people can fulfil their own most legitimate aspirations these social values in a climate
of growing security make the development of intelligence and growth of culture possible
these aspirations are what characterize human nature the book concludes with a very
brief itinerary for an historical analysis a draft to enable further research with the
intention of bringing out the fact that despite some recurring pessimistic views the
pathway of humanity is accompanied by a constant effort to improve even though at

times it is strewn with frustrations and dangerous phases of political abnormality

modernity according to bob goudzwaard and craig bartholomew is not a single ideology
but rather a tension between four worldviews in conversation with students from around
the world and drawing upon a variety of sources and disciplines the authors propose

ways to transcend modernity and address global crises
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this book has examined some of the pressing issues and challenges related to modernity
modernization and globalization of the 21st century the authors of this book are a
distinguished group of social scientists from america s academia many of whom are by
cultural and educationally trained both in the east and the west the book has used
historical and comparative perspectives and many extant sources of primary data the
authors have addressed many macro issues such as modernity and church state
separation america s historical role in spreading global modernity the global expansion of
democracy the rise of a global middle class the advent of global digital connectivity and
the recent rise of right wing political parties in the global political landscape the authors
also examined many micro issues such as modernization and women empowerment in
india and nigeria the growth of a unique political culture of islam and modernism in
sierra leone the problem of transition to emancipative values in the post socialist
countries of central and easter europe rise in religious hostilities in south asia need for
modernization in dealing with minority females in america s criminal justice system and
modernity and the evolution of the rights of the disabled in america the empirical and
country studies largely support the theme of the book that modernity is a cultural and
civilizational model the global modernity has been progressing across world societies for
more than two hundred years it has been particularly remarkably advancing since the
second half of the twentieth century the world capitalist economy has become more
global world democracy has expanded the global middle class has vastly grown women
s economic and political empowerments have widened and global digital connectivity has
increased these social and economic transformations are far more fundamental for the
future progress of democracy and global modernity the further spread of global
modernity is inevitable and irreversible the present right wing ideologies of nativism
localism nationalism fundamentalism and divisiveness in the global political trajectory are

transient and temporal peculiarities

since europeans first colonized arab lands in the 19th century they have been pressing
to have the area s indigenous laws and legal systems accord with western models
although most arab states now have national codes of law that reflect western influence
fierce internal struggles continue over how to interpret islamic law particularly in the
areas of gender and family from different geographical and ideological points across the
contemporary arab world haddad and stowasser demonstrate the range of views on just
what islam s legal heritage in the region should be for either law or religion classes
islamic law and the challenges of modernity provides the broad historical overview and

particular cases needed to understand this contentious issue

tarig ramadan attempts to demonstrate using sources which draw upon islamic thought
and civilization that muslims can respond to contemporary challenges of modernity
without betraying their identity the book argues that muslims nurished by their own

points of reference can approach the modern epoch by adopting a specific social political
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and economic model that is linked to ethical values a sense of finalities and spirituality
rather than a modernism that tends to impose westernization it is a modernity that
admits to the pluralism of civilizations religions and cultures table of contents foreword
introduction history of a concept the lessons of history part 1 at the shores of
transcendence between god and man part 2 the horizons of islam between man and the
community part 3 values and finalities the cultural dimension of the civilizational face to
face conclusion appendix index tarig ramadan is a professor of islamic studies at the
university of oxford and a visiting professor in identity and citizenship at erasmus
university he was named by time magazine as one of the one hundred innovators of the

twenty first century

daniel chernilo offers an original reconstruction of the history of universalism in modern

social thought from hobbes to habermas

depending on their national level of income development and modernization all countries
in the world can be generally categorized as either advanced or developing studies on
why advanced countries continue to develop how they maintain their level of
development and how developing countries enter into the advanced club fall into the
field of modernization science which is an emerging interdisciplinary science this
monograph the first english book available on modernization science interprets its
concepts methodologies general theories first and second modernization six level specific
six field specific and three sector specific modernizations modernization policy and
evaluation and the principles and methods of national development since the 18th
century it provides clear systematic up to date information on this new discipline with
more than 173 figures and 265 tables and covers 131 countries and 97 of the global
population a comprehensive outlook on world modernization is presented from a chinese

perspective

in the violent world of radical extremists the enemy of my enemy is my friend this study
reveals how that precept plays out in the unexpected bonding between militant islam
and the extreme right in america and europe it provides an insightful and sane look at

the possibilities for collaboration between these groups

examines how international studies programs can be best adapted to the needs of the

21st century

in islam and secularity nilofer gole takes on two pressing issues the transforming
relationship between islam and western secular modernity and the impact of the muslim
presence in europe gole shows how the visibility of islamic practice in the european
public sphere unsettles narratives of western secularism as mutually constitutive islam
and secularism permeate each other the effects of which play out in embodied and

aesthetic practices and are accompanied by fear anxiety and violence in this timely book
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gole illuminates the recent rethinking of secularism and religion of modernity and
resistance to it of the public significance of sexuality and of the shifting terrain of identity

in contemporary europe

provides the first comparison of the thought of these two political philosophers and its

influence on contemporary american conservatism

the arrival of immigrants on america s shores has always posed a singular problem once
they are here how are these diverse peoples to be transformed into americans the
americanization movement of the 1910s and 1920s addressed this challenge by seeking
to train immigrants for citizenship representing a key element of the progressives search
for order in a modernizing america frank van nuys examines for the first time how this
movement in an effort to help integrate an unruly west into the emerging national
system was forced to reconcile the myth of rugged individualism with the demands of a
planned society in an era convulsed by world war and socialist revolution the
americanization movement was especially concerned about the susceptibility of
immigrants to un american propaganda and union agitation as van nuys convincingly
demonstrates this applied as much to immigrants in the urbanizing and industrializing
west as it did to those occupying the ethnic enclaves of cities in the east in
americanizing the west he tells how hundreds of bureaucrats educators employers and
reformers participated in this movement by developing adult immigrant education
programs and how these attempts contributed more toward bureaucratizing the west
than it did to turning immigrants into productive citizens he deftly ties this history to
broader national developments and shows how westerners brought distinctive
approaches to americanization to accommodate and preserve their own sense of history
and identity van nuys shows that although racism and social control agendas permeated
americanization efforts in the west americanizers sustained their faith in education as a
powerful force in transforming immigrants into productive citizens he also shows how
some westerners especially in california believed they faced a racial frontier unlike other
parts of the country in light of the influx of hispanics and asians so that westerners
became major players in the crafting of not only american identity but also immigration
policies the mystique of the white pioneer past still maintains a powerful hold on ideas
of american identity and we still deal with many of these issues through laws and
propositions targeting immigrants and alien workers americanizing the west makes a
clear case for regional distinctiveness in this citizenship program and puts current

headlines in perspective by showing how it helped make the west what it is today

encompasses several movements that saw the first full scale flowering of the visual
literary and performing creativity of african americans the harlem renaissance the wpa

era and the formative years of abstract expressionism page 6
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